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Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
I am a German teacher who graduated from St. Andrews University in 1985 (BSc 
Hon. Biology). The General Council Business Committee of St. Andrews University 
informed me about the Scottish Higher Education Governance Bill. In the following I 
would like to give my views on that subject. 
Working in the German education system has taught me how important it is for 
educational institutions such as schools and universities to remain as independent 
from political influence as possible. A federal government (in my case it is the 
government of Baden-Württemberg) makes decisions  that suit the federal state and 
the political parties in power best.  
But these decisions are not always what an individual institution needs. Since in 
Baden-Württemberg, for example, teachers can only be employed directly by the 
federal government, which in turn wants to employ those, who have graduated from 
a federal university, my school in Schwetzingen does not always get the teachers it 
needs to cover all the subjects. In a slow bureaucratical process, my school informs 
the government of a shortage of, e.g. teachers of Mathematics. It may take time well 
into the school year, before the government (in our system the institutional body is 
called Regierungspräsidium) has found a teacher available during that year and who 
is willing to move to our town. Because of this problem our system changes now to 
give individual schools the opportunity to look for teachers themselves. 
A second problem is the influence of political parties on the system. Depending on 
which party is in power, educational institutions have to adapt to different political 
lines. In my federal state this proved particularly difficult after the elections of 2011, 
when political power turned from the conservatives to a red-green coalition.  
Because of such problems I am of the opinion that the Higher Education Governance 
Bill is not a very good idea. 
Thank you for the opportunity to express my views! 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Gabriele Dinkhauser 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


